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Pioneering
health centre
hailed as boost
for Highlands
LIFE-SCIENCE FACILITY OFFERS TRAINING

AND RESEARCH FOR STUDENTS AND MEDICS
BY JANE CANDLISH

The final phase of a multimillion-pound health

centre offering training and research facilities

for professionals and students in the Highlands

was officially opened yesterday and hailed as a

major boost to the Highland economy.

TheCentre ofHealth Science,
ontheRaigmoreHospital site
in Inverness, is a partnership
between businesses, academ-
ic institutions and NHS or-
ganisations.
The £23million centre is
owned by Highlands and Is-
lands Enterprise (HIE). It al-
ready employs around 200
people, and400students cur-
rently attend its facilities.
Enterprise Minister Jim
Mather MSP performed the
official opening ceremony
yesterday.
He said: “The Centre for
Health Science provides

state-of-the-art facilities in an
excellent environment for
training and research, as well
as high-quality jobs. It rep-
resents a major addition to
health science activity al-
ready under way in theHigh-
lands and islands.
“Along with HIE and UHI,
the Scottish Government is
working hard to ensure we
can exploit the full potential
of the life-science sector and
ensure it makes the maxi-
mum possible contribution
to increasing sustainable eco-
nomic growth.”
The first phase, which
opened in 2006, accommo-
dates Stirling University's de-
partment of nursing and

midwifery, an NHS Educa-
tion for Scotland postgrad-
uate medical centre, and a
library of healthcare books.
The second phase includes
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theCentre forRuralHealth, a
dental centre and school and
a clinical skills centre, using
life-size mannequins costing
up to £11,000 to teach med-
ical procedures to students
and postgraduates.
The computer-controlled
mannequins simulate differ-
ent medical conditions, in-
cluding pregnancy.
Kevin Baird, clinical lead
for the skills centre, said: “We
have to appreciate that med-

ical training is complex. You
have to learn a lot in a short
time and we need to max-
imise the use of time and
make the experience as rich
as possible. It is no longer
acceptable to practice on real
patients.”
The third phase of the
building, which has just been
completed, includes the
Highland Diabetes Institute,
a partnership between NHS
Highland, UHI Millennium
Institute and LifeScan Scot-
land.
Health Science Company
chairman Alasdair Munro
said: “I think the centre will
take research and training to
anew level in the area. This is
something that has never ex-
isted before and it is an im-
portant addition.
“We have never had aca-
demic facilities before so not
a lot of research has been
done in the Highlands and
islands. That will change.”
HIE chairman Willie Roe
said: “The Centre for Health
Science is a fantastic building
and hugely important re-
source for the Highlands and
islands. The reason HIE is at
the centre of this develop-
ment is our firm belief that
the economic future of the
Highlands and islands is
closely linked to the creation
of a vigorous knowledge
economy and the healthcare
and life sciences cluster we

now have in Inverness is a
vital component."
The public will be able to
see round the centre during
an open day today.

Willie Roe: ‘fantastic’



The contents of the publication from which these extracts have been taken are copyright works and without prior permission or save as permitted by statute may not be 
copied or otherwise reproduced (even for internal purposes) or resold. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

    Section:  News
    Edition:  Inverness 
    Date:  20 January 2009
    Page:  3  

 

 
Circulation:  82325
Source:  ABC March 2007

 

 

Ref:  20415110

OPENWIDE: JimMather,whoofficially opened the newCentre forHealth Sciences at RaigmoreHospital in Inverness,
yesterday, also visited thedental suites.Photograph: SandyMcCook


